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the proposal on August 10 1917 by 1,840,000 to 550,000 votes.
Immediately afterwards Henderson was forced out of the War
Cabinet, and nearly the whole Press followed the Premier's
signal for a violent attack on him and the new policy. The
war party in the Labour Party revived, led most actively by-
Will Thorne of the Gasworkers and Havelock Wilson of the
Sailors and Firemen, the latter now a raging anti-German.
Propagandists of the British Empire Union toured the Union
centres denouncing the very idea of a negotiated peace; it was
hoped that at the adjourned conference meeting on August
2 ist the decision would be reversed. The Miners' Federation
delegates, controlling a block of 600,000 votes, decided
by a 3 per cent majority to cross to the "patriotic5'
side; the fire-eating delegates arrived with Union Jacks con-
cealed in their pockets and waistcoats, to be waved when the
pro-Germans were crushed and "Rule Britannia" sung. The
flags were thrust back and "Rule Britannia5' drowned under
the "Red Flag" when the original decision was reaffirmed,
though by only a 3,000 majority. But the shift had
been enough to make the Government feel safe in refusing
passports to Stockholm. The Stockholm Conference was
prevented; the war proceeded to its end. Arthur Henderson
and his colleagues had to be content with the summoning of
an inter-Allied Labour conference which met in February
1918 and made a declaration on war aims and peace terms
which, though not free of imperialist ideas, was far in advance
of anything their Governments would agree to.
Yet "Stockholm" had released men's minds; to work for
peace and even to oppose the war became a task in which men
now knew they had many allies. The Irish revolt of Easter
week 1916 had had no effect upon the Labour movement.
Even the appeals of the Russian Soviets had been lackadaisic-
ally received till Henderson had brought them straight to the
Party Conference. Now there was a certain and steadily grow-
ing anti-war movement.
This is not to say that in industry even the shop stewards
were mostly either pacifists or revolutionary Socialists. Far
from it. Most of them were ordinary rank-and-file Trade
Unionists who were very sick of being badgered and over-